I. The Peculiarities of the stato da mar
Until the late 14th century, most of Venice's extra urban territories were overseas.1 It is only from the early 15th century onward that Venice gradually conquered the extensive territories of the northeastern Italian mainland. The maritime territories and those situated in the Italian mainland were then part of the same state, ruled by the same magistrates and central councils, and according to the same political concepts and ideas. Nevertheless, there were some significant characteristics that distinguished between these two components of the Venetian body politic.
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